
The Board of Directors of the Progressive Business Forum (PBF) is pleased to announce the 
appointment of Onicca Kwakwa as Group Chief Executive Officer, effective 1 February 2026.

Ms Kwakwa brings over 20 years of leadership experience across government, civil society and 
business, including her service as MEC for Sport, Arts and Culture in Limpopo Province. Her 
leadership is anchored in advancing economic transformation, localisation and inclusive growth.

As Group CEO, she will provide strategic leadership to strengthen governance, deepen partnerships, 
and advance PBF’s role as a leading voice of progressive business aligned with South Africa’s 
developmental agenda. The Board is confident that her appointment will enhance PBF’s impact and 
contribution to building an inclusive economy.

The Board further extends its sincere appreciation to Humaira Thebe-Choonara, the outgoing Chief 
Executive Officer, for her dedicated leadership and contribution to the growth and stability of the 
organisation, and wishes her well in her future endeavours.


